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Welcome to The 
Philadelphia 
Citizen’s inaugural 
Ideas We Should 
Steal Festival.
Our goal today is to help shape the future of Philadelphia one idea at a time.

We’ve gathered you here at Drexel University’s Mandell Theater for a chance to learn from the 
most innovative urban thinkers, and to “steal” what works for Philadelphia. We are excited 
to present you panels and rapid-fire talks from national urban experts, city leaders and civic 
innovators. And we are thrilled to engage you in making change in our city.

Philadelphia is an incredible and promising city. It is also a city full to the brim with big 
problems: A 25 percent poverty rate. A culture of political influence that favors the few over the 
many. A two-tiered school system. Segregated—and changing—neighborhoods. It takes big 
thinking and bold ideas to solve these problems.

Thankfully, those bold ideas exist. At The Citizen, we write about solutions, pairing them with 
action that readers can take to become more engaged Philadelphians. Today, we’ll hear about 
solutions to urban problems that have worked in cities across the country directly from the city 
leaders and nonprofit heads, academics and grassroots organizers that have brought change 
to their communities. 

And together, we will bring one idea here to Philadelphia. 

As part of today’s festival, we are honored to announce the Jeremy Nowak Urban 
Innovation Award, a $50,000 grant provided by Spring Point Partners to bring one solution 
from the day to our city. You can help us choose that solution by rating the ideas you hear 
throughout the day, and—if you’re really inspired—applying for the grant to launch it here.

The Ideas We Should Steal Festival is possible because of the generosity of Drexel 
University and its President, John Fry, and because of our other sponsors and partners. Thank 
you! 

We hope you enjoy the festival, and leave as inspired as we are every day to make 
Philadelphia the best city it can be. 

Fondly, 

Larry Platt & Roxanne Patel Shepelavy
Co-Executive Directors
The Philadelphia Citizen



The Philadelphia Citizen is an independent, non-profit, non-partisan media organization 

that pairs solutions-oriented journalism with calls for civic action. By offering deep local 

reporting and thoughtful public programming, the Citizen works to ensure Philadelphians 

are better equipped to move their city forward. This event is part of the Citizen’s ongoing 

effort to convene our readers with civic leaders and policy innovators to help action-minded 

Philadelphians make a meaningful impact on our community.

Today is about more than just listening 

to what civic innovators are doing in their 

cities. It’s about taking real action to bring 

a proven solution to our city. And you can  

help us do that. 

Thanks to the generous support of Spring 

Point Partners, The Philadelphia Citizen 

is launching the $50,000 Jeremy Nowak 

Urban Innovation Award, named in honor of 

our late founding chairman, Jeremy Nowak. 

The Award will allow one solution from 

today’s festival to launch in Philadelphia in 

2019. 

Here’s how it will work:

GO TO THE IDEA FESTIVAL’S VOTING 

PAGE AT thephillycitizen.org/vote 

Throughout the day, ideas from the festival 

will populate the page.

SCORE EACH SOLUTION.  

As you hear specific ideas discussed or 

pitched throughout the day, rate them from 

one to five lightning bolts. 

VISIT THE PAGE AFTER THE FESTIVAL. 

Listen to presentations you may have 

missed, or cast a vote you skipped. 

FORWARD TO YOUR FRIENDS.  

We will post audio, video and written 

descriptions of the ideas presented at 

the festival within a few days, and keep 

the voting open for a couple of weeks for 

anyone who wasn’t able to attend.

LEARN ABOUT THE TOP THREE 

WINNERS.  

That’s when we’ll also issue a Request for 

Proposal to bring one of them here.

APPLY FOR THE GRANT. 

See something you want to launch in 

Philadelphia? The Citizen’s selection 

committee will score proposals and 

award the $50,000 Jeremy Nowak Urban 

Innovation grant to one group in early 2019. 

Help Us 
Steal An Idea.



8:00 am-8:45 am
REGISTRATION & COFFEE

9:00 am-9:25 am 
WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
Larry Platt, Co-founder, The Philadelphia Citizen
Ali Velshi, MSNBC Host

9:30 am-10:15 am
THE LOST ART OF COMPROMISE
Governor John Hickenlooper of Colorado
Former Governor Christine Todd Whitman of New Jersey
Moderated by Ali Velshi, MSNBC

10:20 am-10:35 am 
HOW BICYCLES AND STORYTELLING 
CAN TACKLE GENTRIFICATION
Cornetta Lane, Executive Director, Detroit’s Pedal to Porch

10:35 am-10:50 am
CAN TECH SOLVE THE OPIOID CRISIS?
Afua Bruce, Director of Engineering, New America’s Public Interest Technology program

11:15 am-12:00 pm
THE PROBLEM IS US: INCOME INEQUALITY
AND THE ELITE
Chris Hughes, Co-founder of Facebook and author, Fair Shot: Rethinking Inequality and 
How We Earn
Anand Giridharadas, Author, Winners Take All: The Elite Charade of Changing the World
Moderated by Ali Velshi, MSNBC

12:00 pm-1:00 pm 
INTERACTIVE LUNCH & BOOK MARKETPLACE

Schedule.



1:10 pm-1:25 pm 
THE SECRET TO KEEPING YOUTH OUT  
OF PRISON? ART
Bartram High School Aspen Ideas Team

1:30 pm-2:10 pm 
MAYORS AS CONVENERS: LEADING CITIES 
FROM A TABLE...NOT A PODIUM
Mayor Sly James of Kansas City, Missouri
Bruce Katz, Co-founder & Director, Nowak Metro Finance Lab
Moderated by Ali Perelman, Executive Director, Philadelphia 3.0

2:15 pm-2:35 pm
PUBLIC SPACES, CIVIC HEALTH
Eric Klinenberg, Author, Palaces For The People: How Social Infrastructure Can 
Help Fight Inequality, Polarization, and the Decline of Civic Life
Moderated by Diana Lind, Managing Director, Penn’s Fels Policy Research Initiative

2:40 pm-2:55 pm
MITIGATING GENTRIFICATION: A PUBLIC 
HEALTH APPROACH
Cat Goughnour, Founder & CEO, Portland’s Radix and Right 2 Root 

3:30 pm-3:45 pm 
A NOVEL APPROACH TO URBAN EDUCATION: 
JOYFUL LEARNING!
Steven F. Wilson, Ascend Learning of NYC

3:50 pm-4:05 pm 
CELEBRATING INTEGRITY...RATHER THAN 
JUST PUNISHING CORRUPTION
Cheri-Leigh Erasmus, Programs & Learning Manager, Accountability Lab

4:10 pm-4:45 pm
FAITH, THE RACIAL DIVIDE AND BUILDING 
COMMUNITY
Rev. Michael Eric Dyson, Professor & author, What Truth Sounds Like: Robert F. 
Kennedy, James Baldwin, and Our Unfinished Conversation About Race in America
Rev. Chuck Mingo, Campus Pastor, Cincinnati’s Crossroads Church
Moderated by Rev. Bill Golderer, President, United Way of Greater Philadelphia 
and Southern New Jersey



Today’s Speakers.
ALI VELSHI, host of MSNBC’s “Velshi and Ruhl” 
and “MSNBC Live,” has covered a wide range of 
breaking news events and global affairs throughout 
his career, and is a three-time News and 
Documentary Emmy Award nominee. He has taken 
his economic analysis to “Oprah,” “The View,” and 
“The Daily Show with Jon Stewart.” Velshi splits his 
time between New York City and Philadelphia.

LARRY PLATT, co-founder and editor of The 
Citizen, has written for magazines such as GQ, 
The New York Times Magazine, and Sports 
Illustrated, and has authored or co-authored five 
books, including the bestselling Every Day I Fight, 
the posthumous cancer memoir of ESPN’s Stuart 
Scott. He was the editor of both Philadelphia 
magazine and the Philadelphia Daily News before 
launching The Citizen in 2015.

Colorado Governor JOHN HICKENLOOPER, a 
Narberth native, is a former geologist, beermaker, 
entrepreneur and two-term mayor of Denver. He 
added “author” to his resume with the publication 
of his memoir, The Opposite of Woe: My Life in 
Beer and Politics. Since taking office in 2011, the 
Governor and his team have endeavored to make 
Colorado the nation’s most pro-business state, with 
the highest environmental and ethical standards.

Former New Jersey Governor CHRISTINE TODD 
WHITMAN is the President of The Whitman 
Strategy Group (WSG), a consulting firm that 
specializes in energy and environmental issues. 
She served as Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency under President George W. 
Bush, and was the first woman governor in New 
Jersey from 1994 until 2001, earning praise 
from both Republicans and Democrats for her 
commitment to preserve a record amount of state 
land as permanent green space. 

ANAND GIRIDHARADAS is an on-air political 
analyst for NBC News and MSNBC, and a visiting 
scholar at the Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute 
at New York University. He is a former columnist 
for The New York Times. His 2018 bestseller, 
Winners Take All, praised by Bryan Stevenson 
and Bill Gates, is a deeply-reported critique of “an 
ascendant power elite” that seeks to use the power 
of capitalism to address social ills—”to change the 
world while also profiting from the status quo.”

CHRIS HUGHES was a co-founder of Facebook, 
a digital architect for President Obama’s 2008 
campaign, and the publisher of the digital and 
print magazine The New Republic. He is author 

of 2018’s Fair Shot: Rethinking Inequality and 
How We Earn. In 2016, Hughes co-founded the 
Economic Security Project, utilizing a network of 
policymakers, academics and technologists to 
explore how to provide financial security for all 
Americans through a guaranteed income. After 
Facebook’s IPO, he and his husband committed to 
giving away their wealth in their lifetimes.
 
ERIC KLINENBERG is Professor of Sociology 
and Director of the Institute for Public Knowledge 
at New York University. He is the author of 2018’s 
Palaces for the People: How Social Infrastructure 
Can Help Fight Inequality, Polarization, and the 
Decline of Civic Life, in which he argues that the 
future of democratic societies rests not simply on 
shared values but on shared spaces. His scholarly 
work has been published in journals including 
the American Sociological Review, and he has 
contributed to The New Yorker, The New York 
Times Magazine, Rolling Stone and the radio 
program This American Life.

DIANA LIND is Managing Director of the Penn 
Fels Policy Research Initiative. She is a board 
member of The Philadelphia Citizen and former 
editor-in-chief of the urban policy nonprofit Next 
City. She authored the book Brooklyn Modern: 
Architecture, Interiors & Design and is at work on a 
forthcoming book, Brave New Home: The Smarter, 
Cheaper, Happier Future of Housing.

AFUA BRUCE is Director of Engineering for New 
America’s Public Interest Technology program, 
where she utilizes her unique skill set to leverage 
technology for social good. From 2015 to 2017, 
Bruce served as the executive director of the 
Office of Science and Technology Policy’s National 
Science and Technology Council at the White 
House, overseeing 100 different federal inter-
agency working groups. Previously, she was at 
the FBI, where she held a variety of strategy and 
program management positions, and before that 
was a software engineer at IBM. 

CAT GOUGHNOUR is an award-winning, 
Oregon-born human rights advocate specializing 
in applied equity policy. Through Radix Consulting 
Group, her certified B Corp established in 2014, 
Cat employs a solution-focused approach 
to address the root causes of disparity while 
catalyzing social change. Since 2015, Radix’s Right 
2 Root uses a holistic public health intervention 
process to aid African Americans impacted by 
displacement and gentrification.



SYLVESTER “SLY” JAMES, JR. is currently 
serving in his second term as Mayor of Kansas City,
Missouri. During his tenure, Kansas City has 
enjoyed a renaissance, boasting nationally
recognized successes in modern transportation 
development, third grade reading initiatives,
SMART City technology deployment and adoption 
of a 20 year infrastructure repair program. 
He serves on the advisory board of the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors, and is a past chair of the
National Conference of Democratic Mayors, and 
the African-American Mayors Association.

BRUCE KATZ is the co-founder and inaugural 
Director of Drexel University’s Nowak Metro Finance 
Lab. Katz regularly advises global, national, state, 
regional and municipal leaders on public reforms 
and private innovations that advance the well-
being of metropolitan areas and their countries. 
Katz is the co-author of The New Localism: How 
Cities Can Thrive in the Age of Populism and The 
Metropolitan Revolution: How Cities and Metros are 
Fixing Our Broken Politics and Fragile Economy.

ALI PERELMAN is Executive Director of 
Philadelphia 3.0, a political organization committed 
to helping Philadelphia capitalize on its progress 
and promise by supporting independent-minded 
candidates running for City Council and leading 
efforts to reform and modernize City Hall. Before 
leading Philly 3.0, Perelman worked in the office 
of City Councilman At-Large Bill Green, where she 
focused on tax reform, principally business tax 
reform, and public health policy. 

STEVEN F. WILSON, Founder and President 
of Ascend Learning, is also a senior fellow at 
Education Sector, a Washington think tank. He is 
the former CEO of Advantage Schools, an urban 
school management company that educated nearly 
10,000 students, and a former executive vice 
president of Edison Schools. Wilson was special 
assistant for strategic planning for Massachusetts 
Governor William Weld and co-executive director 
of the Pioneer Institute, where he wrote the 
Massachusetts charter school law. He is the author 
of two books: Learning on the Job: When Business 
Takes on Public Schools and Reinventing the 
Schools: A Radical Plan for Boston. 

CHERI-LEIGH ERASMUS serves as the 
Programs and Learning Manager at the 
Accountability Lab, a nonprofit aimed at building a 
new generation of active citizens and responsible 
leaders around the world. Originally from South 
Africa, she has spent a decade in the international 
higher education and nonprofit management 
arenas. In her current position, she’s part of a 
team working with young leaders who are finding 
innovative ways to hold governments accountable 
in Nepal, Pakistan, Liberia, Nigeria, Mali and South 
Africa.

CHUCK MINGO is Campus Pastor for the Oakley 
location of Crossroads Church, where 12,000 
people worship together every weekend. A native 
of Philadelphia, he now calls Cincinnati home and 
even roots for the Bengals on occasion. A few 
years ago, during a spike of the racial tension in 
America, Chuck heard a calling to unite Cincinnati 
and beyond. The racial reconciliation UNDIVIDED 
experience was born, and has since been reapplied 
across the nation and internationally.

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON is a Georgetown 
University sociology professor, a New York Times 
contributing opinion writer, a contributing editor of 
The New Republic and of ESPN’s The Undefeated 
website, and an ordained Baptist minister for 
over 30 years. Dyson has authored nearly 20 
books and has won two NAACP Image Awards 
for Outstanding Literary Work in Non-Fiction and 
the American Book Award in 2007 for Come Hell 
or High Water: Hurricane Katrina and the Color of 
Disaster. Essence has named Michael Eric Dyson 
one of the 40 most inspiring African Americans 
and Ebony has listed him among the 100 most 
influential black Americans. His latest book, What 
Truth Sounds Like, continues the conversation 
started in his 2017 bestseller Tears We Cannot 
Stop, and was the winner of the 2018 Southern 
Books Prize for nonfiction.  

BILL GOLDERER serves as president and CEO 
of United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern 
New Jersey (UWGPSNJ), where he leads the 
mission to harness, leverage and strategically invest 
the collective power of more than 100,000 donors, 
advocates and volunteers to end intergenerational 
poverty in our region. Golderer also serves as 
senior pastor at Arch Street Presbyterian Church 
and was the founder of Broad Street Ministry, 
which enables cross-sector collaboration to lift 
people out of homelessness. He is a co-founder of  
Rooster Soup Company, the nation’s first for-profit, 
crowd-funded social impact restaurant that creates 
jobs and returns revenue to Philadelphia’s most 
impoverished citizens.

BARTRAM ASPEN IDEAS TEAM. Students at 
Philadelphia’s John Bartram High School won the 
opportunity to join this year’s Aspen Ideas Festival 
after claiming first place in the Aspen Challenge: 
Philadelphia competition on April 11 by devising 
a solution to Mural Arts Philadelphia executive 
director Jane Golden’s challenge to use art to raise 
awareness about the school-to-prison pipeline and 
promote restorative justice and education. Give Us 
Our Crowns is a plan to educate the southwest 
Philadelphia community about entry points to the 
school-to-prison pipeline and its impact by creating 
origami cranes and displaying them throughout the 
community.
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